Obey Puts War Supplemental on Hold

10/02/2007

Obey PUTS HOLD
ON BUSH’S $190 Billion WAR SUPPLEMENTAL

Calls for War Surtax so Military Families Don’t Bear Full Burden of Iraqg War

WASHINGTON, D.C. — In a press conference today with Congressman John Murtha (D-PA),
the Chairman of the Defense Appropriations Subcommittee and Congressman James
McGovern (D-MA), the Vice Chairman of the Rules Committee, Seventh District Congressman
Dave Obey (D-WI), the Chairman of the House Appropriations Committee, said that he will not




Obey Puts War Supplemental on Hold

take up President Bush’s nearly $200 billion war supplemental request this year; calling the
policy behind the President’s request “a dead end policy.”

“The policy outlined by the President is being sold to the country as a plan to reduce our troop
levels in Iraq, but it is quite the opposite. When you strip away the fog, it's simply a plan to get
us back six months from now to the same place we were six months ago before the surge
began. It is not being undertaken because of any new determination to reduce
troop levels. It is simply recognizing that we do not have enough troops to sustain the surge
level. It's a confession that the President has not a clue about how to get
us out of that civil war and instead plans to punt the problem to his successor — ruining two
administrations rather than just one,” Obey said. “As Chairman of
the Appropriations Committee, | have no intention of reporting out a $200 billion supplemental
that will give the President a blank check for an entire fiscal year and | have no intention of
acquiescing in a policy that will result in draining the treasury so dry that it will result in the
systematic disinvestment of America’s future.”

Obey added that he would be perfectly willing to consider the President’s supplemental
request if that request were made in support of a change in policy that would do three things:

1. Establish as a goal the end of U.S. involvement in combat operations by January of 2009.

1. Ensure that troops would have adequate time at home to rest, retrain and re-equip
between deployments.
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1. Demonstrate a determination to engage in an intensive, broad scale diplomatic offensive
involving other countries in the region.

Noting that “we need to stop pretending that this war doesn’t cost anything,” Obey also
announced that Murtha, McGovern and he will be introducing a bill to create a war surtax to pay
for operations in Iraq instead of passing those costs on to future generations as the President
has requested.

“I'm tired of seeing that only military families are asked to sacrifice in this war; and they are
asked to sacrifice again, and again, and again, so we are putting together this bill in the hope
that people will stop ignoring what this war is costing American taxpayers and call the
President's bluff on fiscal responsibility,” Obey said. “The President is threatening to veto our
efforts to provide one-tenth the amount of money that he is spending in Iraqg for investments in
education, health, medical research, science, law enforcement, and other areas that are crucial
to creating a stronger country and more prosperous families. If the President is really serious
about combating deficit spending then we’d be happy to help him avoid shoving the costs of the
war in lraq on to our kids by providing for a war surtax.”

“If this war is important enough to fight, then it’s important enough to pay for,” Obey concluded.
H##

** Read the full statement here **
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** See video here **
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rtsp://video.c-span.org/project/iraq/iraq_100207_funding2.rm?mode=compact

